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The State of New Hampshire
To the inhabitants of the Town of Benton qualified to
vote in town affairs:
You are hereby notified to meet at the Community
Building in said Benton on the second Tuesday of
March next (the 9th) at 10 o'clock in the forenoon to
vote and act upon the following subjects:
Article 1. To choose a Town Clerk; one Selectman for
three years, Joseph Boutin, Jr. being the outgoing
member; one Selectman for one year, James J. Page
being the outgoing member; one Tax Collector; one
Town Treasurer; one Highway Agent; one Auditor;
one Trustee of Trust Funds for three years, James M.
Leonard being the outgoing member; one Library
Trustee for three years, Vevah Leonard being the out-
going member; and all other necessary town officers
and agents for the ensuing year.
Article 2. To hear the reports of officers and agents
heretofore chosen and pass any vote relating thereto.
Article 3. To see if the town will yote to raise $846.00
to complete payment on the new snowplow for the
town truck.
Article 4. To see if the town will vote to raise $13.57
to the White Mountains Region Association, being 10c
per $1,000 of assessed valuation for the purpose of is-
suing and distributing printed matter and advertising
and otherwise publicizing the advantages of the town,
in cooperation with the other 45 towns in the region.
Article 5. To see if the town will vote to raise $82.29
as the town's share for the construction of Class V
Highways (Town Road Aid).
Article 6. To see if the town will vote to make any
alterations in the amount of money required to be
raised and appropriated for the ensuing year as rec-
ommended in the budget, and to raise and appropriate
all sums so determined.
Article 7. To see if the town will vote to authorize
the selectmen to borrow money in anticipation of
taxes.
Article 8. To see if the town will vote to authorize a
discount of 2% on taxes paid before a date authorized
by the selectmen.
Article 9. To see if the town will vote to dispense
with delivery of inventory blanks until April 1st.
Article 10. To see if the town will vote to observe
Memorial Day the same as in past years.
Article 11. To see if the town will vote to authorize
the playing of beano in said town.
Article 12. This town meeting warrant shall remain
open for articles to be inserted by the selectmen until
posting date.
Article 13. To transact any other business that may
legally come before said meeting.






BUDGET FOR THE TOWN OF BENTON FOR 1954
Estimate of Revenue for the Year 1954 Compared with
Actual Revenue for the Year 1953
SOURCES OF REVENUE
From State of New Hampshire
Railroad tax
Savings bank tax
Reimbursement a c State and Federal
forest lands
National Forest Reserve
Class V highway maintenance allotm't
Bounties
From Local Sources Except Taxes
Dog licenses
Interest received on taxes
Income from trust funds
Income from rental of equipment
Motor vehicle permit fees
Amount raised by long term note
Town truck 4,000.00
Local Taxes Other Than Property Taxes
Poll taxes 132.00 140.00
Yield taxes 223.65 225.00
Actual
BUDGET FOR THE TOWN OF BENTON FOR 1954
Estimate of Expenditures for the Year 1954 Compared with






Election and Registration expenses
Town Hall maintenance












Public Welfare —Old age assistance
Patriotic Purposes —-Memorial Day
Public Serv. Enterprises —Cemeteries
Unclassified
Discounts, refunds and overpayments
White Mountains Region Assn.
Interest —Long term note




Payment on principal —Town truck





SUMMARY INVENTORY - 1953
Land and buildings
STATEMENT OF APPROPRIATIONS AND TAXES
ASSESSED — 1953
Appropriations
Town Officers' salaries $ 500.00
Town Officers' expenses 300.00
Election and Registration expenses 50.00





Town road aid 81.02
Town maintenance —summer 780.00
Town maintenance —winter 1,000.00
Libraries 12.00
Old age assistance 500.00
Cemeteries 200.00
Regional Association 14.00
Payments on debt 800.00
County tax 302.36
School tax 3,550.19
Total town and school appropriations $8,421.57
Estimated Revenues and Credits
Railroad tax $ 11.17
Savings bank tax .77
Reimbursement a c State and 946.87
Federal lands
National Forest Reserve (one-half) 572.32
Yield taxes 35.65
Motor vehicle permit fees 355.95
Dog licenses 46.00
Interest on taxes and income 136.29
from trust funds
Cash surplus 1,237.02




Less 69 polls (a $2.00 -138.00
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TOWN OF BENTON - BALANCE SHEET
December 31, 1953
Assets
Cash —in hands of treasurer $3,753.42
Accounts due to the town
State of New Hampshire —Bounties 39.75
Unredeemed Taxes (from tax sale on acct. of)
Levy of 1950 45.54
Levy of 1952 182.86
Uncollected Taxes
Levy of 1952 120.93
Levy of 1953 1,149.67





Due to State of New Hampshire
1953 head taxes, uncollected $130.00
Due School District
Balance of 1953 appropriation 3,250.19
1953 National Forest Reserve (one-half) 698.71
Long Term Note —town truck 2,990.73
Total Liabilities $7,069.63
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SCHEDULE OF TOWN PROPERTY




1953 Property tax collected $4,210.77
1953 Discount allowed 48.23
1953 Property tax abatement 1.98
1953 Interest collected .68
1953 Timber tax collected 16.81
1953 Poll tax collected 82.00
1953 Poll tax abatements 4.00
1953 Head tax collected 245.00
1953 Head tax penalty 2.50
14
TOWN TREASURER'S REPORT
Received frcm Lulu M. Clark, Tax Collector:












Received from Woodsville National Bank:
For truck
Received for cemetery lot









State of New Hampshire









Balance on hand Dec. 31, 1952
Less Selectmen's orders
Less bank service charges












Town of Benton SUMMARY OF RECEIPTS
Current Revenue




State head taxes —1953
Property taxes —1952
Unred'med property taxes —1952
Yield taxes —1952
Poll taxes —previous years
State head taxes —previous years











1. Town officers' salaries $537.30
2. Town officers' expenses 375.24
3. Election and registration exp. 48.00
4. Town Hall expenses 120.00
General Government $1,080.54
5. Police Department 10.00
6. Fire Department 117.00
7. Bounties 39.75












14. Public Welfare —Old Age assistance 714.98
15. Patriotic Purposes —Memorial Day 21.05




DETAILED STATEMENT OF PAYMENTS - 1953
Detail 1. Town Officers' Salaries
For closing 1952 accounts
Margaret E. Elliott, treasurer $20.00
C. Howard Tyler, selectman 35.00
Ethel A. Boutin, auditor 20.00
$75.00
1953 salaries and fees
Joseph Boutin, Jr., selectman 50.60
C. Howard Tyler, selectman, 50.00
John Boutin, Sr., selectman 50.00
James J. Page, selectman 50.00
Wayne I. Wheeler, town clerk 56.40
88 motor vehicle permits (w .50 44.00
13 dog fees @ .20 2.60
Ira E. Elliott, collecting head tax 3.05
Lulu M. Clark, tax collector 50.00
costs and collecting head taxes 24.85
Priscilla Boutin, treasurer 50.00
Ethel A. Boutin, auditor 8.00
relief agent 10.00
Wayne I. Wheeler, trustee of trust funds 6.40
James M. Leonard, trustee of trust funds 6.40
$537.30
Detail 2. Town Officers' Expenses
Joseph Boutin, Jr., dinner and expenses $9.00
C. Howard Tyler, dinners, postage, telephone 9.27
John Boutin, Sr., dinners, car use, expenses 21.50
perambulation of Benton-
Haverhill line 6.40




Wayne I. Wheeler, car use, postage, telephone 15.90
trustee's dinner 1.25
Lulu M. Clark, postage 7.15
Priscilla Boutin, postage 1.77
Ammonoosuc Press, town reports 161.46
tax bills 7.70
R. T. Bartlett Insurance Agency, officers' bonds 35.00
F. J. Shores, Register of Deeds, transfers,
affidavits 6.81
Brown and Saltmarsh, supplies 32.58
Wheeler and Clark, rubber stamp 3.25
Lisbon Savings Bank, trustees' safe deposit box 4.80
Association of N. H. Assessors, 1953 dues 3.00
N. H. Tax Collectors' Association, 1953 dues 3.00
Charles R. Hardy, Treas., Town Clerks'
Association, 1953 dues 2.00
$375.24
Detail 3. Election and Registration Expenses
Ira K Elliott, moderator $6.40
Ethel A. Boutin, supervisor of checklist 12.80
Margaret E. Elliott, supervisor of checklist 12.80
Forrest E. Clark, supervisor of checklist 9.60
Wayne I. Wheeler, town clerk 6.40
$48.00
Detail 4. Town Hall Expenses
Albert Boutin, wood $96.00
John Boutin, Sr. wood 24.00
$120.00
Detail 5. Police Department
Ethel A. Boutin, constable $10.00
22
Detail 6. Fire Department
Haverhill Fire Dept., Page and Shallow fires $112.00




Detail 8. Health Department
John Boutin, Sr., health officer $5.00
Detail 9. Vital Statistics
Wayne I. Wheeler, town clerk: 5 births,
6 deaths and 1 marriage $6.50
Detail 10. Town Road Aid
State of New Hampshire, town share $81.02
Deia'l 11. Town Maintenance - Summer
Labor
John Boutin, Jr., highway agent
23
Town Truck - gasoline, oil and grease




C. Howard Tyler, gasoline $7.70
John Boutin, Sr., labor and supplies 63.78
Joseph Boutin, Jr., labor 19.20
John Boutin, Jr., labor 46.00
Joseph N. Boutin, labor 6.40
Charles W. Learned, labor 10.00
James J. Page, labor 40.90
Eastern Pine Sales Corp, lumber 13.60
E. G. Coates, gravel 10.00
John Boutin, Sr., hire of shovel 35.00
Work on Haverhill T.R.A. (repaid)
John Boutin, Jr., labor $55.00
Edith Yeaton, gasoline 14.81





Town of Benton, use of truck $228.00
$1,113.26
Detail 12. Town Maintenance - Winter
Labor
John Boutin, Jr., highway agent $170.55





Wayne I. Wheeler 16.20
Page Brothers 15.40
Ray Gregory 8.00
Joseph N. Boutin 6.00
Supplies
John Boutin, truck chains $42.00
E. W. Bailey & Co., supplies 24.00
Parke J. Patten, supplies 5.95
Town Truck - gasoline, oil, grease
C. Howard Tyler $47.71
Edith Yeaton 45.01
Slim's Servicenter 8.83
Reed's Filling Station 7.74
Work for Town of Bath (repaid)
John Boutin, Jr., labor $36.00
Edith Yeaton, gasoline 12.91
Bath Garage Co., gasoline 2.79
$374.95
$71.95
Town Truck - repairs
H. O. Taylor Chevrolet Co. $12.00
Snowplow Repairs
Dexter's Garage $11.84
Armstrong and Botsford 2.50
State of New Hampshire, parts 22.80






Town of Haverhill, grader $19.20
R. C. Hazelton Co., Inc., snowplow 564.00
Town of Benton, use of truck 29.00
$612.20
$1,271.21
Detail 13. Libraries, librarian $12.00
Detail 14. Public Welfare,
Old Age Assistance $714.98
Detail 15. Patriotic Purposes, Memorial Day
Wilson Lewis, supplies $5.36
James M. Leonard, dinner supplies 5.19
E. B. Mann & Co., ice cream 10.50
$21.05
Detail 16. Public Service Enterprises - Cemeteries
Repairs and Supplies
C. H. Tyler, mower sharpening
26
Detail 17. Bank Charges $8.36
Detail 18. White Mountains Region Assn. $13.16
Detail 19. Taxes Bought by Town $202.23
Detail 20. Discounts, Refunds, Overpayments $13.01
Detail 21. Interest
Paid on long term note - town truck $160.00
Detail 22. New Equipment - Town Truck $3,806.29
Detail 23. Payment on Long Term Note
Town truck $1,009.27
Detail 24. State Head Taxes
Paid to State Treasurer $434.22
Detail 25. Taxes Paid to County $302.36
Detail 26. Payments to School District $3,500.00
27
June 20, 1953
To: The Selectmen, Benton, N. H.
Your Memorial Day Committee submits herewith
its report of expenditures for the Memorial Day din-




I have examined the accounts of the Tax Collector,
Treasurer, Town Clerk, Road Agent, Trustees of Trust
Funds and Library Trustees, and have found them
correctly cast and properly vouched.
ETHEL BOUTIN
Benton, N. H. Town Auditor
Jan. 15, 1954
LIBRARY REPORT
At Town Meeting last year it was decided that the
former Town Clerk's building should become the lib-
rary, and that the books should be moved to this loca-
tion. Most of the books have been moved. However, in
order to create a usable library, shelves must be built,
a stove provided, and the interior should be painted.
Library funds, totaling $84.41 as of Jan. 1, 1954, will
pay for some of these improvements which will be
made as soon as weather permits. Meanwhile, the cry-
ing need is for new books. It is hoped that the town
will see fit to make a moderate yearly appropriation
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For Year Ending January 15, 1954
DISTRICT OFFICERS
School Board
Mrs. Ethel Boutin, Chairman Term expires 1956
Mrs. Lulu Clark Term expires 1954
Mr. James Leonard Term expires 1955
Other District Officers
Mr. James Paige Moderator
Mr. C. Howard Tyler Treasurer
Mrs. Mary Wheeler Auditor
Mrs. Ethel Boutin Clerk
Mr. Forrest Clark Truant Officer
Mr. Ronald A. Perham Superintendent of Schools
Teacher
Mrs. Sarah Shute Benton Street School Grades 1-8
32
WARRANT
To the Inhabitants of the School District in the Town
of Benton, New Hampshire, qualified to vote in dis-
trict affairs:
You are hereby notified to meet at the School and
Community Building in said District on the ninth day
of March, 1954, at two o'clock in the afternoon to act
upon the following subjects:
1. To choose a Moderator for the coming year.
2. To choose a Clerk for the ensuing year.
3. To choose a Member of the School Board for the
ensuing three years.
4. To choose a Treasurer for the ensuing year.
5. To determine and appoint the salaries of the School
Board and Truant Officer, and fix the compensa-
tion of any other officers or agent of the District.
6. To hear the reports of Agents, Auditors, Commit-
tees or Officers chosen, and pass any vote relating
thereto.
7. To choose Agents, Auditors and Committees in re-
lation to any subject embraced in this warrant.
8. To see what sum of money the District will raise
and appropriate for the support of schools, for the
salaries of School District officials and agents, and
for the payment of statutory obligations of the
District, and to authorize the application against
said appropriation of such sums as are estimated
33
to be received from the State Foundation Aid
Fund together with other income; the school board
to certify to the selectmen the balance between the
estimated revenue and the appropriation, which
balance is to be raised by taxes by the town.
9. To transact any other business that may legally






STATEMENT OF RECEIPTS AND PAYMENTS
July 1, 1952 to June 30, 1953
Receipts





Cash on hand June 30, 1953 $63.68
Accounts Due to District
From Town 544.22
Liabilities
Accounts Owed by District
Warren School $20.00




ANNUAL REPORT OF DISTRICT TREASURER
Fiscal Year Ending June 30, 1953




Received from State Treasurer
State Aid 1,104.07
Rec'd as Income from Trust Funds 56.38
Received from All Other Sources 103.89
6,036.60
Total Amount Available for Fiscal Year $6,261.52
Less School Board Orders paid 6,197.84




This is to certify that I have examined the books,
vouchers, bank statements and other financial records
of the Treasurer of the School District of Benton of
which the above is a true summary for the fiscal year







1. Salaries of District Officers
2. Superintendent's Salary
3. Tax for Statewide Supervision
4. Other Adm. Personnel salaries
5. Supplies and expenses
..instruction
6. Teachers' salaries
7. Books and other instr'nal aids
8. Scholars' supplies
10. Supplies and other expenses
Operation of School Plant
11. Salary of janitor
12. Fuel or heat
13. Water, Lt., supplies & expenses
Maintenance of School Plant





18. Special activities & funds
Fixed Charges
19. Retirement






SCHOOL BOARD'S ESTIMATE, 1954-1955
School Board's statement of amounts required to support
public schools and meet other statutory obligations of the
district for the fiscal year beginning July 1, 1954.
Total amount required to meet school
board's budget as itemized in Column 4
of the Financial Report $6,763.60
Estimated Income of District
Balance June 30, 1954 $20.00
Federal aid: forest reserve 400.00
State aid 1,900.00
Income from trust funds 50.00
We recommend that the district adopt the proposed bud-






Moved that the school district raise and appropriate $6 763.60
and to authorize and direct the school board to apply against
said appropriation such income as is estimated by the school
board, exclusive of state aid, and upon the determination of
the amount of state aid to be received by the school district
during the next fiscal year, to authorize and direct the school
board to apply against such appropriation the sum to be re-
ceived from state aid and with the school district clerk cer-
tify to the selectmen the balance as an assessment to be
raised by the town for school purposes.






To the School Board and Citizens of Benton:
I herewith submit my eleventh annual report as
Superintendent of Schools.
The total enrollment of the school in 1952-1953 was
12, the average membership 12.0, and the percent of
attendance 94.8. There were 12 pupils enrolled in oth-
er districts —two high school pupils and ten elemen-
tary pupils. Two high school pupils attended Haver-
hill Academy. Seven elementary pupils attended
school in Warren and three elementary pupils at-
tended in Haverhill.
At Benton Street School this year the total enroll-
ment is 13. There is one pupil attending high schooi
and three pupils are attending the elementary school
at Haverhill. Seven elementary pupils are attending
school at Warren, and one high school student is at-
tending Woodsville.
Mrs. Sarah Shute is teaching at Benton School for
her second year and her work is progressing well. Mrs.
Shute is a conscientious teacher and works for the
best interests of the children.
It is gratifying to see a well-kept Community build-
ing in Benton. This year a new covered entry was
added to the kitchen; also, new steps and a landing
were built. Under repairs and replacements in the
budget we have asked for money to help make a new
basement.
The women of Benton are to be congratulated on
their enthusiastic support of the Hot Lunch Program.
Through their efforts $35.00 was realized by a public
supper and this will buy the wood and many of the
supplies.
41
Our changing rural school picture is interesting.
The 1923 Report lists 709 one-room rural school teach-
ers in New Hampshire. The 1953 Report lists only 39
rural teachers. During the past 30 years 670 one-room
schools have been abandoned!
The longer I work with School Board members, the
more I admire their unselfish efforts to better the edu-
cation of your children. I hope that every parent feels
the same and extends the Board a vote of confidence





Total Total Average Total Ave. Percent of Average
School Enrollment Attendance Absence Attendance Tardiness










a. Sarah Shute 1,895.88
b. Director of Internal Revenue 128.00
c. N. H. Teachers' Retirement 176.22
7. Books and Other Instructional
44
d. J. Boutin, Jr., wood 40.00
13. Water, Light, Supplies and Expenses




a. Marcia Anderson 855.00




a. New Hampshire Teachers' Retirement 130.46
20. Insurance
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